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How do I protect my assets in the event of a divorce?
Answer:
If protecting your assets means that you want to keep all of your money, property, and possessions out of your soon-to-be
ex-spouse's hands, you're probably out of luck. Any assets acquired during marriage are considered marital property and must be
divided according to state law.
If you live in a community property state (i.e., California, Texas, or one of eight other states), you and your spouse must split any
marital assets equally. However, in all other states, assets must be divided equitably (fairly) rather than equally. Your best
protection is to make sure that your interests are represented. Hire an experienced attorney who will help you negotiate a fair
settlement.
Don't shortchange yourself by overlooking hidden assets. For instance, you may know your joint savings account balance and
what possessions you must divide, but do you know the balance of your spouse's pension plan? Does your spouse own a prepaid
life insurance plan? Does your spouse have retirement funds (e.g., 401(k), IRAs) in his or her own name? These things will be
considered marital assets as well.
Finally, don't forget about debt. In general, you'll be responsible for any debt acquired during the marriage, even if you didn't run
up the debt yourself. Make sure that the divorce settlement states who will be responsible for paying off all debts, and close all
joint accounts.
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Securities offered through Lincoln Investment, Broker-Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.
www.lincolninvestment.com Advisory Services may be offered through Lincoln Investment or Capital
Analysts, Registered Investment Advisers. [DBA Name] and the above firms are independent and
non-affiliated. (if applicable) The Lincoln Investment Companies do not provide tax, legal, or social
security claiming advice. The information presented here is not specific to any individual's personal
circumstances. To the extent that this material concerns tax matters, it is not intended or written to
be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be
imposed by law. Each taxpayer should seek independent advice from a tax professional based on
his or her individual circumstances. These materials are provided for general information and
educational purposes based upon publicly available information from sources believed to be reliable
- we cannot assure the accuracy or completeness of these materials. The information in these
materials may change at any time and without notice. Diversification or asset allocation do not
guarantee a profit or protect against a loss. Calculators are provided only as general self-help
planning tools. Results depend on many factors, including the assumptions you provide and may
vary with each use and over time. We do not guarantee their accuracy, or applicability to your
circumstances.
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